CHAPTER XV
THE  NILE  AND   EOYPT
WE have seen that the north of Africa is largely a desert where man cannot live except in certain favoured spots called oases. Now Egypt is a country that is really nothing else but a long narrow oasis stretching across the desert from south to north. Only because water conies to it in a curious way can anything be grown there. If it were not for this regular supply of water Egypt would just be desert like the land on either side of it. But water has always been brought to the Nile and, therefore, for thousands of years p,eople have been able to settle and raise crops and Egypt has long been civilised.
There is always some water in the Nile because the river begins in Victoria Nyanza, a big lake lying on the equator, in that part of the world where it is wet at all times. Hence the Nile flows steadily all the year round, although part of its course lies through a waterless region. In its upper course it is joined by two rivers from the mountains of Abyssinia., the Blue Nile and the Aibara. Abyssinia, like the Sudan, receives
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